
tian life. Over 50 years 
after Vatican II, the real 
reform it desired—the 
growth in the knowledge 
of Scripture—has not been 
a reality. 

The Pope has initiated the 
Third Sunday of Ordinary 
Time each year as a Sunday 
of the Word of God, as a 
focus to remedy this situa-
tion. The Bishops of Eng-
land & Wales have also 
declared this to be a Year 
of the Word. We are all 
being called to a new 
knowledge and love of the 
Word of God in the Bible, 
so as to have a greater 
knowledge and love of 
Christ in our life.  

St Augustine was convert-
ed when he heard the 
words of the angel “Tolle, 
lege” (Take and read). I 
pray we will take and read 
the Word of God anew this 
year.  

If most Catholics are asked 
what difference Vatican II 
made to the Church, those 
who know what you are 
talking about will say that 
it was when we started to 
have Mass in English and 
the priest started facing us 
at Mass. The idea of the 
Second Vatican Council, 
which was the meeting or 
all the Bishops of the world 
between the years 1962 
and 1965, was (in the 
words of St John XXIII 
who convened it) for the 
“Church to become greater 
in spiritual riches and, 
gaining the strength and 
new energies therefrom, to 
look to the future without 
fear”. Unfortunately, the 
desire of the Pope hasn’t 
been realised everywhere, 
and instead of an increase 
in spiritual riches, they 
have diminished, and we 
may be tempted to look 
the future with fear rather 

than hope. The hope of the 
Council was that the Bible 
would be read, studied and 
known by all Catholics, so 
that “the Word of God 
might spread rapidly and 
be glorified and the treas-
ure of revelation, entrust-
ed to the Church, may 
more and more fill the 
hearts of people”. 

In reality, although we 
hear and read the Word of 
God at every Mass in our 
own language, knowledge 
of the Word of God has 
not grown among ordinary 
Catholics. It remains very 
much a ‘closed book’. 
Some parts, such as Gospel 
stories, are known, but the 
whole richness of the 
Word of God is not. 
Moreover, most Catholics 
do not see it as part of their 
daily life to read the Word 
of God for themselves, as a 
source of prayer and Chris-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Laura Vicuña 

1891-1904 
Laura was born in Santia-
go, Chile, to aristocratic 
parents. The family were 
driven from the country by 
revolution, and sought 
refuge in Argentina. Her 
father died suddenly, and 
her mother was forced to 
take a job in a hotel, where 
the owner abused mother 
and daughters. Her refuge 

was the convent school she 
attended, where she grew 
to become very pious, and 
desired to be a nun herself. 
But through the beatings 
from the hotelier, and the 
onset of TB, she became 
very ill. She told her moth-
er she was offering her 
suffering for her repent-
ance. This brought her 
mother to conversion of 
heart before the child died. 
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Tel: (01782) 782121 
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Tel: (01782) 782121 
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9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 18th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 19th                   
Second Sunday of  
Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Joe Flatley 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Paul Dymnicki 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Sr Augustine 

Monday 20th 
St Sebastian 

  9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Frank Smithson 

Tuesday 21st 
St Agnes 

9.15am    Holy Mass Int Nellie Flatley 

   2.15pm Holy Rosary  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 22nd        
St Vincent 

 4.00pm   Reception into church Denis McGinley RIP 

  6.00pm  Holy Mass (in Spanish) Genoveva Maruja Porcile León 

Thursday 23rd              
Feria  

 10.00am   Requiem Mass Denis McGinley RIP 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Eileen Marrow 

 7.30pm   Heart to Heart  

Friday 24th 
St Francis de Sales 

  9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

   6.00pm Holy Mass Int Mary Jervis 

Saturday 25th  
Conversion of St Paul  

9.15am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath & Brian Wakefield 

Sunday 26th 
Third Sunday of  Or-
dinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass John Orme 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

aperuit illis—he opened the word of god to them 
In September, the Holy Father wrote a letter to the Church with the above title, instituting a Sun-
day of the Word of God. The Sunday he designated is next Sunday! He wrote:  

“Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the Church to experience 
anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable 
riches before the world.  I wish to respond to the many requests I have received from the people of God that 
the entire Church celebrate, in unity of purpose, a Sunday of the Word of God. I hereby declare that the 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of 
God. This Sunday of the Word of God will thus be a fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged 
to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity.” 

Next Sunday we will be thinking and praying about how we use and welcome the Word of God in 
our lives. In the next couple of weeks you will be presented with a copy of St Matthew’s Gospel for 

you to read and learn from during this year. There will be Deanery events too coming up to help you understand and read the 
Word of God as part of your life as a Catholic Christian. We should remember the words of St Jerome “Ignorance of Scripture is 
ignorance of Christ”. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
The Monday evening Open House is 
suspended for the time being. If you 
need to see Fr Julian, please call the 
Parish Office, or see Fr Julian after 
Sunday Mass. There will be an Open 
House session on Monday 20th & 
27th January, 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Michael Goulding 
Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please 
make a note of intention and pre-
ferred church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home outreach 
Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be 
at Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Road, on 
Tuesday 21st January 
at 10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is Sunday 9th February at Park 
Lane at 3pm. 

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Come and join our Partnership of 
Parishes’ Prayer Group at English 

Martyrs’ on Tuesday 21st January at 
8pm. We meet on every second 
Tuesday. Everyone welcome! 

 

 

 
The Friendship Club is a monthly 

meeting for older people, organised 
by Fr Hudson’s Care. The next meet-
ing is on Tuesday 28th January, at the 

usual time of 2pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. New people are always 

welcome, so come and give it a try. If 
you need more details or would like 

to arrange transport please ring 
01782 269990 

Deaths 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Denis McGinley. Requiem Mass 
for the repose of his soul will be of-
fered on Thursday 23rd January at St 
Joseph’s at 10am followed by burial 
in Wakefield. His body will be re-
ceived into church on Wednesday 
22nd January at 4pm. 

Also for the soul of Eileen Marrow. 
Requiem Mass for the repose of her 
soul will be offered on Monday 27th 
January at English Martyrs at 
10.45am followed by committal at 
Woodhouse Lane Burial Ground.  

Also for the soul of Kevin Barry Or-
mond. The funeral service will be at 
St Joseph’s on Tuesday 28th January 
at 1.15pm, followed by committal at 
Tunstall cemetery.  

And also for the sould of Sandra Nix-
on & Anthony (Tony) Gibson. 

 Requiescant in pace 

Heart to heart 
Come and join us for 
our weekly Hour of 

directed Prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament 
returns on Thursday at 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s.   

A wonderful way to 
pray the Gospel in this 

Year of the Word! 

Hospital Do you know of someone 
in  hospital? The chaplaincy are not 
automatically notified. If there is an 
emergency, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. 
If you need any help with contacting 
them, please call the Parish Office. 

In memory of Jack Shufflebotham, Fr 
Julian is going to walk the Vía de la 
Plata and Camino Sanabrés from Se-
ville to Santiago de Compostela this 

year. The whole route is 1000km and 
he will be doing it in chunks of five 

days/120km through the year. Please 
sponsor Fr Julian in aid of Teenage 
Cancer Trust. You can do this at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  
Sponsor forms are being taken away 
this week to return next year. If you 
have pledged money please pay today 

Follow Fr Julian’s progress at 
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Posts from the entire first week of 
the Camino are there: Fr Julian is 

walking the next section starting 6th 
January. 

Volunteers Required We need 
more volunteers to help with the 
church cleaning at English Martyrs’. 
If you can spare just a few hours a 
month please speak to Teresa Dutton 
or Fr Julian.  

Mary’s Meals 
Thanks to all who contributed to 
this year’s Christmas Crib Appeal 
for Mary’s Meals. We will publish 

the total collected next week! 

rededication of   
England as the   

dowry of our lady 
You are all invited to be part of this 

wonderful initiative of the Bishops of 
England & Wales: to rededicate Eng-

land to Our Lady. This first hap-
pened in 1381, when King Richard II 
consecrated the country to Our La-
dy. The rededication has two part: 

the personal consecration, which you 
are all invited to take part in, and the 
rededication of the country, which 

we are invited to participate in. 

Friday 21st February: All are invited 
to start the preparation for the Per-
sonal Consecration, using the 33 day 
Preparation booklets. 

Wednesday 25th March: For those 
who have prepared: making a Per-
sonal Consecration to Our Lady 

Sunday 29th March: The rededica-
tion takes places around the country, 
at Walsingham shrine, and in Cathe-
drals and Churches at 12noon. That 
Sunday we have Bishop McGough 
with us. He will confirm the children 
at St Joseph’s at 11am Mass. At the 
end of Mass we will join the national 
rededication. You are all invited to 
share in a ‘bring & share’ buffet after. 



KEY VERSE: "Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men" (v. 19). 
TO KNOW: When Jesus heard that John the 
Baptist had been arrested by Herod Antipas, he 
withdrew from Nazareth (in Zebulon), and 
moved north to Capernaum (in Naphtali). Mat-
thew saw this move as fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy 
that a "great light" would shine on this land in 
darkness. Jesus called two pairs of brothers as his 
first disciples: Peter and Andrew, and James and 
John, who responded immediately. Discipleship 
was more than being instructed by the master. 
Jesus called his disciples to share an intimate rela-
tionship with him, by learning from his example, 
participating in his mission and being dedicated to 
him to the point of death. These first disciples 
were totally committed as they left home, family 
and work in order to follow Jesus. These were 
only the first steps on a long and difficult road. 
TO LOVE: Does the light of God's reign shine 
through me? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me be an instru-
ment to bring others to you  

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
05/1/2020 Biddulph/Packmoor 
Gift Aid £355.20, Non Gift Aid 
£161.25, Total £516.45. Gold-
enhill Gift Aid £344.00, Non Gift 
Aid £164.05, Total £508.05. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £224.00, Non 
Gift Aid £124.70, Total £348.70. 
12/1/2020 Biddulph/Packmoor 
Gift Aid £414.85, Non Gift Aid 
£177.14, Total £591.99.  Gold-
enhill Gift Aid £202.00, Non Gift 
Aid £162.39, Total £364.39. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £192.50, Non 
Gift Aid £137.80, Total £330.30. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club Last Week 1st Prize £20, 
No.122 T Madden; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.47 P Waring; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.53 U Snee. This week 1st Prize 
£20, No.154 C Foden; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.23 P Dodd; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.12 B Finn.  

Matthew 4:12-23 

Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to Galilee, and 
leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town 
on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of 
Isaiah was to be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! Way of the 
sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! The people that lived in 
darkness has seen a great light; on those who dwell in the land and shadow of 
death a light has dawned.’ From that moment Jesus began his preaching 
with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were 
making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. And 
he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.’ And 
they left their nets at once and followed him. Going on from there he 
saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; they were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving the boat and their 
father, they followed him. He went round the whole of Galilee teach-
ing in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom 
and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
The Newman Catholic Colle-
giate is seeking to appoint a Lead 
Lay Chaplain who must be: 

Faithful – A committed, practising 
Catholic involved in the life of the 
Church, who is on fire with the love 
of Christ and a passion for mission 
Available – Free to contribute to 
the life of our schools, with energy,   
ready to be flexible so as to make the 
most of opportunities to serve in and 
outside of normal school hours. 
Contagious – A good communica-
tor so as to have a good rapport  with 
young people and colleagues. 
Teachable – Ready to learn from 
mistakes and be able to adapt to new 
methods 
Our Chaplain will work principally in 
St Margaret Ward Catholic Acade-
my, but should have the capacity to 
work in our primary Academies. 
Salary Range L10 - £27,314- £29,428 

Term time only. Negotiable for a 
suitable candidate�� 

To request an application pack and 
arrange a school visit, please contact  
Karen England (Business Director):  

01782 821995; email: keng-
land@newmancc.co.uk 

Closing date: Monday 27th January 
2020 

Thanksgiving for Marriage 
There will be a Mass in thanksgiving 
for marriage on two consecutive Sat-
urdays: 9th May & 16th May. Both 
Masses take place at 12noon at St 
Chad’s Cathedral Birmingham and 
are followed by refreshments in the 
Grimshaw Room. The Mass is for all 
married couples and for those plan-
ning to get married this year. For 
more information, or to register to 
go, please contact Lianne Pap on 
lianne.pap@rc-birmingham.org If 
you  are celebrating a milestone mar-
riage anniversary this year, please 
email Lianne as your names will be 
included in the Mass booklet. 

Bethsaida Course  The Bethsaida 
course is a free course to help adults 
to get training for working with 
young people in a parish. The course 
will run at Soli Centre in Alton on 
the following Sundays: 26th Jan; 9th 
Feb; 1st Mar; 15th Mar; 29th Mar; 
5th Apr. All the sessions run from 
6.45pm to 8.15pm. To attend, or for 
more information, please contact  
anna.howard@kenelmyouthtrust. 
org.uk or call 07565 572899 

Diocesan Newsletter Subscribe to 
the Diocesan email newsletter at 
https://tinyurl.com/uqoma2s 

VACANCY 

WALSINGHAM 
Walsingham Pilgrimage The 3 
day pilgrimage to Walsingham, or-
ganised by N Staffs Walsingham As-
sociation is from 25th to 28th March. 
Fr Julian has more details and book-
ing forms. Please ask for details. 


